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And have we done with war at last?
Well we've been lucky devils, both
And we've no need of bond or cath
To bind our lovely friendship fast
By firmer stuff

Close bound enough.

Robert Graves
Tweo Fusiliers
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Mae gwaedd y bechgyn lond y gwynt,
A'u gwaed yn gymysg efo’r glaw.

Their cry is in the wind,
Their blood is in the rain.

Hedd Wyn

The Royal Welch Fusiliers in Bosnia
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FOREWORD

Lieutenant General R A Smith DSO, OBE, QGM

Commander, United Nations Protection Force,
Sarajevo, Republic of Bosnia & Herzegovina

In accepting the invitation to write this Foreword I am delighted to recorcl:l my
appreciation of all that was done by 1st Battalion The Royal Welch Fusiliers
in Bosnia, and in particular in Gorazde.

The Battalion’s tour was one of the most difficult and dangerous carried out
by any unit in Bosnia.

They showed, in ample measure, all that is best in the British Army;
i . M . e
professionalism, courage, cheerfulness in adversity and a readiness to overcom

any obstacle.
As the UN Commander I was proud of their sterling performance.

They did a great deal to ensure the safety and sustainment of the peo.ple of
Gorazde, and this together with the active presence in Central BosmaF:jnd
Sarajevo did much for the standing of the British Army and UNPROFOR.

[ wish the Battalion all the best of good fortune in the future.

X 5

Lieutenant General R A Smith DSO, OBE, QGM
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INTRODUCTION

This book tells the story of The Royal Welch Fusiliers in Bosnia. We went
there at a time when it was clear that the relationship between the warring
factions - especially the Serbs - and the UN was changing. For the whole of
the previous year the UN had striven to maintain its impartiality but its
decisions, its authority, and its operations had been constantly set at naught.
The Cessation of Hostilities Agreement was in place but it was clear from the
growing confidence of the Bosnian, Muslim side, that they felt they had more
to gain than to lose by fighting. Clearly, it was never going to be an easy tour!

The Bartalion was eventually to be spread throughout almost the entire
Balkan theatre of operations - Zagreb, Belgrade, Split, Sarajevo, Bugojno,
Zepce, Kiseljak and Gorazde. In the circumstances, however, Gorazde, isolated
some eighty miles inside Serb territory, was always going to be the most
difficult place. As it turned out, Gorazde was the most dangerous place in
which British soldiers were serving. More than that, it is arguable that with
the exception of the Falklands, no British Battalion endured so much since the
Korean War. By this I do not mean to belittle or insult the veterans of the
Gulf, South Armagh, Aden, Cyprus, Borneo, Malaya, Kenya or Suez: but for
duration, intensity, danger, isolation, and the constantly changing nature of
the threat and of the problems to be overcome, Gorazde takes some beating.

Because there were no News Teams in Gorazde - few enough in Bugojno - it
is very hard to convey the nature of operations there, and it is all but
impossible for those who were not there really to understand what life was
like. But that, as much as being a straight record of the tour, is the purpose of
this book. It touches at times on wider events where these directly affected our
lives, but it is not a history of the Balkan War. Nor is it a Regimental History.
It is simply a glimpse of men in war, and sometimes men at war. Its basis is
the diary entries and articles written for the Welsh Press by me and by many
other members of the Battalion, of all ranks. These articles were usually
written just after the events they describe and were often written very quickly,
in just a few moments. It seems to me, re-reading them now, that they have a
spontaneous freshness which speaks volumes. I have therefore resisted the

tempration to edit them heavily, so that you who read them will perhaps catch
the mood of the moment.

Lieutenant Colonel Jonathon Riley,
Commanding Officer,
1st Battalion The Royal Welch Fusiliers
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MILITARY PEACEKEEPING

1st March - 24th May 1995
CO’s DIARY, GORAZDE, 4TH MARCH 1995

Deployment and St David’s Day

A gasp of disbelief went up as we left the tcrmin.al buildings at RAF gr]llze
Norton and saw, on the tarmac, the ai}‘craft which was to ﬂy us to Split.
Clearly the UN, stung by allegations of waste :mdl ﬁpancml |rrc-sp0n5;|b1!1q:],
had decided to economise - and we were the first \ncnlms! I had not expecte |
Club Class, but neither had I expected an aging Iyushin: I started to recall gl
I had heard about the safety record on Soviet aircraft (bad). Just then, a heawlly
moustached figure giving a passable impression of fkbdul thtt Bulbul pokled its
head out of the cockpit door. With a sinking feeling 1 realised that this was

the driver. “Oh God, let him be sober,” I thought....

However, all was well. We landed at Split on
the Adriatic coast of Croatia on a mild,
mediterranean evening and next day, most
people began a two-day road journey to
Gorazde. At first the road took them along the
magnificent Dalmatian coast, then sharply
inland over the craggy, desolate, limestone
heights of the Dinaric Alps before heading
into the mountainous centre of Bosnia. The
first towns and villages were untouched by
war: villages which, with their steeply pitched
roofs wreathed in woodsmoke, their distinctive
haystacks no longer seen in our mechanised B LA

agricultural landscape, and their peasant LWWM (‘_mwuﬂmm Rilo,
husbandry, could have been anywhere in central  Cpanding Officer of the Ist
Europe. Then we entered the war zone. Battalion The Royal Welch Fusiliers.

I had last been in this part of Bosnia two years before and now I could see a
big change. Since then, the Croat-Muslim war had torn across ceptral Bosnia
leaving a band of devastation in its wake, of which the most crushing exalmple
is Mostar. When I had last seen it, the place had been battered but habitable
and the 15th Century Ottoman bridge still stood. Now it is a landsca[‘;e. of
ruins, reminiscent of newsreel films of Dresden in 1945. The young fus111_ers
on the buses and trucks greeted the sight with loud exclamations of disbelief,
horror, and - of course - British soldiers’ grim humour. But as more and
more such sights met their eyes, and the full meaning sank in, they all
gradually fell silent.
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That night was spent at Kislejak, just west of Sarajevo city, in what was once
a hotel built for the 1984 Winter Olympics. Now a shabby, post-Communist
concrete monstrosity, it would house the Royal Welch A2 Echelon: that is, the
100 or so men of various cap-badges who, under Major Alan Redburn our
Quartermaster, would try to keep the all-important supply convoys running
through Serb-held territory into
Gorazde.

The second day's journey took us
through the Serb lines around
Sarajevo and on to the isolated
enclave of Gorazde. Gorazde had
been cut off from the rest of
Bosnian territory well over a year
before - in the next bulletin I will
explain something of its past, so
suffice to say for now that it and
its 500 strong UN garrison lay
some eighty miles from the nearest
UN troops. The UN garrison is
maintained there with the consent 5 Davids Day in Kiseljak - !,(,"p! R.)‘kf'. I(,'ﬁr:n'.fﬁ, j’-‘m.ffl.fﬂ'
of Dok Bastians: and SEl‘bS, J[’:r::::;;'(: Fusilier Smith 51, Fusilier Waimwright (Daily
something not always understood

at home, and because of the need to maintain
consent for its presence, its convoys are liable
for inspection by the Serbs on their route.

The most infamous spot on the route to
Gorazde is a place called Rogatica
(pronounced Rogga-teet-sa, but soon known
to the fusiliers as “Rog-atishoo”) where all
equipment is liable for inspection. In the past
there had been fights, weapons cocked,
prisoners taken, and convoys held up, some
for eight to ten days. It was approached, then,
with some trepidation. But again, all was
well and after that first convoy, many others
passed through - indeed so many, that
boredom overtook the checkpoint guards to
the extent that one soldier actually picked a \
flght with his commander rather than Sgt C:;.r.r.rf.r with the locally-recruited Billy,
continue with the dull, hated task of ¢ Davids Day 1995

inspecting the UN. This caused quite a stir among the watching fusiliers!

L

And so to Gorazde. At the time of writing I have been in the enclave for a
week, the outgoing Barttalion has departed, and although I took over
responsibility on St David’s Day, our last contingent does not come in until
March 8th. But there were enough of us to celebrate St David’s Day in true
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Royal Welch style. All the isolat‘ed Observation Posts (Ol?s) rfeceived the
craditional meal taken out in containers, anq the youngest fusilier in each post
ate his leek. For those in Gorazde camp, the.”: lunch was served by ic Officers
and Senior NCOs, and afterwards, the traditional ceremony of eating the leek
went on, with fifes and drums marching round the table. Even a goat was
found - a local stand-in it is true, but this has been done bef(.)n: in many an
isolated outpost. This goat, an ill-tempered beast, Icaused quite a stir, since
nothing would convince the owner that we did not intend to eat the creature.
FEven so, having secured a good fee from us, he seemed not over concerned at

the prospect!

1995 is not the first year in which The Royal Welch Fusiliers have celebrated
St David’s Day on operations, and I doubt that it will be the last. It was a far
cry from the much-loved routine of ceremonial reveille in barracks, the Skaife
Cup final, the Officers’ steeplechase, the soldiers’ lunch and the splendour of
the Mess dinners and Balls. For most of us in Gorazde, living conditions recall
those of the Great War, but for all that, it was a day that will be long
remembered by all those who were present. Anyone who spent St David's Day
1995 in Gorazde will hold his head up with pride in years to come and say
“Yes, I was there.”

CO’s Diary, Gorazde, 8th March 1995

Gorazde - The Town and The Enclave

A long burst of firing brought me abruptly out of deep sleep. St David's Day
was over and thus began our first full day in Gorazde. What a day it was! At
0630 a.m. a soldier from the Ukrainian Company attached to the battalion
(the UN makes bedfellows of former enemies) was shot while fetching water
for his post. In the afternoon, a civilian was shot dead, and that night one of
our Observation Posts was hit by machine gun fire. Steady firing went on all
day, probably as a result of the end of the Muslim fast of Ramadan, and I spent
most of the day going to and fro between the lines protesting, cajoling and
bullying. Since then things have, thank Heavens, been quieter but it was a real
eye-opener for the younger element of the Battalion.

No sooner had the shooting died down, than the weather went mad. We had
come out expecting ice, snow and sub-zero temperatures. Certainly my
memories of the Balkan winter were bleak - but not a bit of it. The weather
has been mild and fine although some rain is now appearing and creating
unwelcome mud. Pembrokeshire, of course, never gets snow, so imagine our
reaction at hearing that our base at Brawdy was snowed in, while we were in
our shirt sleeves admiring the early primroses!

o ok ok ok ok %k ok ok ok

The enclave of Gorazde in East Bosnia consists of some 200 square kilometres
of rugged, stunningly beautiful, country. In general it is thinly peopled, with
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the rural population living in isolated farms and villages at around 3000 feet
up, scratching a living by farming sheep and goats in a life style which has
changed little in the last 200 years. Perhaps once or twice a year people walk
to Gorazde town at the eastern end of the enclave for supplies. Here in the
town live some 17,000 of the estimated 35,000 people in the area. The town
is not large, perhaps comparable
with Llanelli (without the Rugby
Club) or Bethesda, and it sits
astride the mighty river Drina in a
steep valley, in some places almost
a gorge, overlooked on all sides by
mountains higher than Snowdon.

The Drina, say the Serbs, has
always been bloody. By the end of
the first year of the Balkan War, in
the autumn of 1992, the Serbs
controlled almost two-thirds of
the territory of Bosnia. But they
had not had things all their own
mheoea way. In East Bosnia, they had
de 3 km TEZ and the deployment of successfully “cleansed” a vast area,

OPs and CPs . i G
including the towns of Cajnice,
Foca, Rogatica and Rudo; they had also, with assistance from the Jugoslav
National Army, gained control of Visegrad which at one time had been an
enclave of Serb territory surrounded by Muslims. But around Gorazde,
Srbrenica and Zepa, the Muslim army put up an unexpectedly fierce

resistance, and conducted some ethnic cleansing on its own account,

Ehe

In 1991 when the war started, the whole area had a large Muslim majority. In
Srbrenica, Naser Oric formed a Muslim force and actually drove the Serbs out
of the town which they had occupied - one of very few defeats suffered by the
Serbs in that first year. In Gorazde the Serb population had been around
12,000; by the time we arrived it was 150. You soon learn, by the way, to tell
a house which has been damaged by fighting from one damaged by ethnic
cleansing; the former is shell and bullet marked, but it is lived in. The latter
has no roof, door or windows; everything in it has been looted and the inside
is generally sprayed with bullets. In the worst cases, the whole house may be
blown up, and sit, a forlorn pile of rubble topped by the remains of its roof. A
strange policy in a country filled with refugees, but hatred runs deep.

As the winter of 1992 descended, bringing military activity to a close, it was
clear that the Serbs’ priority in the following Spring would be to complete the
clearance of the three eastern enclaves, since these were not only an ethnic
embarrassment to them, but also a threat to their rear areas. In January, Naser
Oric pre-empted the Serbs by launching an attack from Srbrenica, The Serbs
responded with a fierce counter-attack. By April, Srbrenica had to all intents
and purposes been defeated, and was only saved by the direct, personal

-————V
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i ention of General Phillippe Morillon, the commander of UNPROFOR.

g A th of effort, Morillon was able to secure a ceasefire and a

g 1?n-ott}on agreement, and a UN garrison for Srbrenica. Nm: that the

LSICT;.IIS::;?- they had in effect created a large prison camp which would be
erbs

guarded and fed by the UN!

On April 16th, Srbrenica was declared a UN “Safe Arf:a" - nt_wajsrsmm 101:;:1.

araj Bihac, Zepa and Gorazde. This was a hlg‘hlyl significant ev - :
2 Sdf‘]ilf'“);he UN mission had been to provide humanitarian aid and to otter
mml‘ it However, the creation of the Safe Areas was not matched by
mtdlat‘lin‘for their defence, nor was the disarmament p]an.ever pererly'
Ii-:::illl;(r-r:znted, Moreover, the enclaves only remained viable while supplied by

the international agencies.

While Srbrenica was garrisoned with Calmadizfn troops, the Gozz‘l;iz:g:)mgiri
was a small group of UNMOs and tactical air control partlesl : '.lance
Gorazde remained the most important of the.three eastern encb.aves,é.b =
at the map shows why. It sits astride the main road f‘rom Serbia to lsegTh

d on to Foca and Sarajevo, thus cutting the Serbs’ communications. 1he
gr;rb: also insist - they still do, and T was told this at almost every meeting -
that the Muslims intend to link Sarajevo and Gpmzde through ‘Mts)unt:iig’rlr};g
and Trnovo, and then on to the Sanjak, twenty kilometres away in elr912. iy
was the last area of Turkish power in Europe, abandgned onlEr in 'n'u-ke
still has a majority Muslim population. Thus, from either A ar;ula or. a ea};
- or both - the Muslims will launch (so the Serbs say) a green Islamic sp

into the heart of Europe.

Throughout 1992 and 1993, Bosnian troops and_civilians werekabledt(? “:;1111;
from Trnovo, where a supply base had been established at Greba f, 3:(1] e]:tered
way, people and supplies moved in and out. It was the only war Oh i
the enclave, and the stories of those journeys on foot or by mu s fo'-cllg .
winter snows, with the Serbs often waiting in ambush, are terrible IE eeh.. i
was also, however, the way by which the defences were built up and y whic 1
soldiers, arms and ammunition were brought in. Indeed the presemldm?;-o;:d
commander in Gorazde, Brigadier Hamid Bahto, told me how he himse

walked in to Gorazde
through the Serb lines with
100 men, over four days
and five nights. But when
Trnovo fell to the Serbs,
this mule train route
stopped. The food situation
quickly became so bad that
the US Air Force dropped
food from aircraft until
UNHCR was able to begin
su ing the town by road
COEE(I));:“& d The town centre with its bridges from OP2 on Pargani ridge

- T e
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The Serbs always intended to capture Gorazde - they still do. In the spring of
1994 a new battle around the enclave began when the Muslim forces inside
Gorazde began raiding outside the enclave, especially against the Serbs
building a new road from Ustipraca to Cajnice, which would bypass the town
and ease their communication difficulties. In April, General Ratko Mladic
launched his attack. It seemed that he would succeed: indeed the Serbs
managed to occupy the area of the town on the east side of the Drina for a
period, until they were driven out by a counter attack. So certain seemed the
fall of the town that the UNMOs, TACPs and International aid agency

.

workers were extracted by helicopter.

e L . o

Cpl Storey's town patrol resurns to camp, with bim are LCpl Harding and Fusilier Roberts 51

The first NATO air strikes in support of the Safe Area were launched at the
request of the Commander of UNPROFOR, General Sir Michael Rose, on
April 10th, but they had little effect. They were repeated on April 11th, and
as a resule, Mladic resorted to hostage-taking. On April 15th he began the
final assault on the town. On the 16th there were more NATO strikes and one
British Harrier jet was brought down. Frantic diplomaric efforts were by then
in progress in Pale and Belgrade by both Mr Akashi and the Russian
government, and NATO issued an ultimatum to the Serbs: pull back all forces
3 km from the town, and all heavy weapons 20 km from the town, or
face attack from the air. In the face of pressure from the UN, NATO, the
Federal Republic of Jugoslavia, and the Russians, Mladic had to halt
his attack. Mr Akashi secured a ceasefire agreement from both sides,
the famous 23rd April Agreement, which established a Total Exclusion
Zone (TEZ) of three kilometres around the town, centred on the

WHITE DRAGON

. bridge over the Drina River. It was hoped that tmup‘contributmg
o uld find a force of several thousand well-armed soldiers to dcfelnd
i “'0’; this never happened; instead, a small force of onc_batmll(m
e L’lrt in‘m observe, report and monitor the implcmentanpn of the
e 5‘;" both sides. Originally this battalion was a mixture of
A_gl’t‘f'lf“t‘m Ulirainians and British: over the following months it became
(‘an?dé:lin:z;mljy British. A year on the agreement still h_nlds_- and h_erc we are,
E:lrl(o(:ving the Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment.

s o ok ok ok ok ok k kK

On Wednesday I spent most of the day walking round Rositi(_ms thd-Fy ?Ltu;
; . east of the Drina. These positions, well fortified, literally cling tc

: (’()mpa?ilf:sﬂ)()[) foot ridge above Gorazde and command the approacl*h‘ to
b Whoever holds the ridge, holds the town. For many young fusﬂwbrs
Fhi' ('(‘“if‘l‘“ an eye-popping sensation to be only yards from .Wf:“ arme‘d Serbs
,lt ::(::;lllm fighters; “Northern Ireland was nothing like this” was a ircc!Lhu:-m:f
::m:irk.\ Yert everyone was thoroughly enjoying the cﬁallen%:l:- - drlc}il:h;ui[;:: zf
danger - especially the Corporals and young officers on whom

command falls most immediately.

On Thursday came an incident whir]_'\h(;ypiﬁes tht}-‘-f:;[rzil]'g::ﬁdeQy b::::j;?;;:
during the present ceasefire. I was asked to go t'n t : o mande}; TP
confrontation line. No problem there, I now know the comn P8 o
i .11, Once there it was stated that the Musllm_ side ha use
:::i;se(f:::i)?ihe UN to fire artillery munds.inro Serb Ef‘.:l‘l'lt:fl)l'):.r | qhuez;xso‘zzil
my Observation Posts - had anyone heard artillery fire? N;)d was t icme tht..
I was then told that a team, headed ‘by a General, would investiga
incident and present me with the findings. .
“No again,” I replied. It is a principle of UN
operations that all breaches of _ceaseﬁlre
agreements are investigated by an :mparFmI
team of UN Military Observers and police.
Could permission please be given for my
UNMO team to investigate? The Serbs
would find out.

Then came the real business. If any further
Muslim fire took place, this would be the
signal for the Serbs to fire on the town. As
a threat, it failed dismally; one of the most
clumsy and crude attempts 1 have ever
encountered to place the blame for violer}ce
on the other fellow and justify offensive
action oneself. At this point I broke off the
meeting having made it clear that it x_vould
certainly be wrong for the Muslim side to
use the UN as a shield from which to launch

Bridge Bravo: the 3km TEZ was drawn from
aggression, it would be equally wrong for the  she conre of this bridge

= | =
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A typical view of the centre of Gorazde camp after rain

Serb side to violate the status of the Safe Area of Gorazde. I have heard no more
of the incident, or of any investigation.

I have quoted this story as an example, it could have come from either side.
Do not go away thinking that I have a down on the Serbs - I do not. I find
them easy to talk to, and most Serb officers are patriots and men of honour,
very much aware of the military tradition of two world wars fought in Alliance
with us. But the story does serves as a reminder that we are in a war - someone
else’s war - and never for an instant can any of us relax.

LIFE IN OP6A
By Fusilier Gary Williams &
Fusilier Adam Bragg, A Company

We left Gorazde Camp on Thursday March 2nd to deploy to Observation Post
(OP)6A, not knowing what to expect. We were transported from camp to the
OP in our section Armoured Personnel Carrier, the Saxon APC. It was quite
an unnerving journey, as we had heard a lot about the tragedy suffered by the
previous battalion, in which several soldiers had been killed when their APC
crashed over a precipice. Seeing the ground for the first time, it was easy to see
how it had happened. As we drove through the town it was obvious that
people were trying to maintain some kind of normal life, despite the
conditions. Then as we approached OP6A, we were surprised to see how close
we were to both warring factions, and how close they were to each other - just
a few metres in some places. We later found that the Serb soldiers would bring
fresh bread and firewood which we would swap for tins of jam or chocolate.

When the APC stopped after a shaky thirty-minute drive we climbed out at
OPG, about 150 metres from OP6A, where we were warmly welcomed by
some lads from the outgoing battalion who were obviously pleased to see us,
since our arrival signalled the end of their tour. We picked up our kit and
made our way down a narrow, steep track along a ridge to OPGA where we
were greeted by our Section Commander, LCpl Stephen Hansford. He had
been in the OP for several days, familiarising himself with the way of
things. The scenery at OP6A was second to none, but our first impressions of
the living accommodation were not great. Still, we would soon make it
more homely.
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1.Cpl Hansford immediately gave us a detailed briefing, and we set to workrto
establish ourselves. Our main tasks were to observe alnd report ce;sc ire
violations, and to establish a good rapport wah the \\‘fan_-mg Factmns: ]:t as
well as this there were a hundred other t;.ISI.‘:S' like re‘b.mldlﬁg 'the OhP (L)o}()) ing,
carrying stores, even washing dishes. L1v1lng conditions msnlde t L w;;'{:
cramped, as everything except the observarlmn duty was done in anc r;;om. h-

later found that this was the only OP in our company pa:lc ‘w"nere : 13
happened, so with having to cook, sleep, zlmd live in a cramped space WE"’ a :
to establish a very high standard of hygiene. Obviously thmgs were u.sn;

when the weather was fine and clear, as we could work outside, but when the
snow came down, OP6A became a very cold, cramped place.

Life at OP6A was hard, but very enjoyable and rewarding. We all improvedl as
individuals and we learned to appreciate working as a team. There was no job
at OP6A too small or too big for any one of us.

A TOURIST IN GORAZDE
By Cpl Adrian Parry, A Company

[ arrived in Gorazde on 28th February. It was cold and dark. There was a quick
meal and a briefing on what to do if the camp was artz{cked, then I went
straight to bed. I woke up next morning and step?ed outside my Portacabin,
and immediately thought I was on a building site. Ilrubbed my eyes and
hoped I was dreaming, since the reality was so amazing. All around w?ri
buildings ridden with shell and bullet holes, many leth no m(,’f‘f" none wit
windows (just sheets of UNHCR plastic) - but all with people living in them.
I rubbed my eyes and thought I was still dreaming.

That first morning I was tasked to take out a town patrol with other‘mefnbers
of my company, who were as amazed as I was by the scal_e ofdesrmcnlog in the
town. These town patrols - by day and night - were designed to familiarise us
with the area, to bring in information, and to reassurel the people. i&s we sit
out through some flats we were welcomed by people WI.d.-' the word “Zdravo”,
which we worked out as being “hello”. People were smiling, bur we reckoqed
this was just putting on a brave face. Grubby childfen flocked gfter us like
sheep, asking for “Mister, bon-bon”, or else a pgncn!, or anythmg‘ at all,.I_
thought how it must feel for their parents, not being able to supply just basic
things - so little for us, but like gold dust for them.

As we walked over the main bridge the women were doing theirlwashmg in
the river (and this is Europe we thought) and we could see improvised electric
generators made from the inside of washing machines using the current of the
river to drive a dynamo. This in turn powered up a car battery which then
could be taken home and used to run lights or the radio. The town centre was
full of people going about their business, many of them in umforn_m. It. was
especially busy because the market was on, with country people coming in to
sell produce.
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Other people were selling odds and ends of junk, and there was even a man
who would fill your disposable lighter with gas. Everything, we found, was
bought and sold in Deutschemarks, and because of a shortage of notes there
were locally produced chits in lieu of Deutschemarks! We got a mixture of
stares and glares as we walked past, some amused, some indifferent, some glad
to see us. Finally we called in to Cafe Lambarda and sampled the local Turkish
coffee, something I really got to like although it is an acquired caste, a bit like
treacle. It costs a Mark a shot, but worth it, and when you sat enjoying your
coffee, the surroundings faded and you could imagine that everything was
normal. This place will be a scar on my memory for the rest of my life, and I
can only hope that our country never suffers like this.

CO’s DI1ARY, GORAZDE, 18TH MARCH 1995
Podkevacev Dol

Something about “famous last words” sprang to mind. In my last entry I wrote
that things had calmed down, but the last seven days have been like the Wild
West. I had scarcely finished the last entry on Saturday when the first action
took place. A patrol from A Company was moving near the confrontation line
north of Gorazde, tasked with observing and reporting activity. The patrol had
been out for two days, based in an abandoned house in the village of
Podkevacev Dol, and was actually packing its kit ready to leave, when a sniper
fired at the sentry. The sentry at once returned the fire and in response, a
number of Serb positions opened up with heavy MG fire. So heavy was the fire
that the house began to disintegrate. The patrol commander, 2nd Lieutenant
Hugh Nightingale, deployed the whole patrol to suppress the hostile fire

T R S
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hile Cpl Ayres, the signaller, actually climbed onto the roof to retrieve thle
whi r ’ A S ; ; ol ; = :

lio antenna! After ten minutes of firing, the Royal Welch had pretty T?L |
Aci10 d . 2 : = ; O -
: , the fire fight and, using smoke, 2nd Lieutenant Nightingale fulu p
wor : . ' : 57 .
Srorey manoeuvred the patrol out of danger. In this fifteen minute battle, ove
700 rounds were fired by us.

[ decided to let the
area quieten down
for five days before
returning. The next
patrol, led by Sgt
Timmons, came In
from a different
angle. I can only
guess that Hugh
Nightingale's
patrol must have
killed some Serbs,
for this time, no
sooner had the

OP7. The Serb positions are clearly visible less than 50 metres away

atrol  appeared, ’
F:;n it wus}e}ngaged by fire from 7.62mm MGs, 12.7mm heavy MGs, afn(tih:
40mm Bofors anti-aircraft gun. Part of the pafrol marl'n:.lged to gcl; 01%1: (z] e
danger area but Sgt Timmons, Fusilier Duhig, Fusilier Jonesl d9 an o
interpreter were pinned down behind a house. Whenever they trie tﬂ m r
fire intensified. Things could hardly have been b]leaker, but even heic’. t,Jrr;]ouC
shone through: Sgt Timmons said lacer Fhat Duh1g“and _]om:s?;velre y‘m‘gj tv::v
singing “Always look on the bright side of life!” That said, it w‘l15 L: e
serious situation: the weapons in use against us were Of. far grcater]rang,le d,,ts
lethality than anything immediately available to Sgt Timmons and so 1t wa
impossible to suppress the Serb fire.

After about an hour, reinforcements arrived along with the : coml_azlm):
commander, Major Philip Jones. I meanwhile, had been busy contacting
anyone I could and trying to get the message to the Serbs [hst‘ they wgzt;
en;;aging the UN. In due course the word came ba_ckhrhat t}‘llE' Ser Lortr]m;a; d
did not care and would not stop - quite an a.dm1s.smnl. Diplomacy ha eel
tried and had failed. Two options remained - wait for night and get l:.he pa.;rl(:

out by stealth, or bring up heavier weapons and engage the Serb posmoEs. 1e
latter would be an extreme step, and a huge escalation, but I was loat to r.Ic;
it. Bue lives were at risk and I was ready to seek the General’s agthomg;l

needed. However Philip Jones and I agreed to try stealth first - and it wolr er ;
After nearly eight hours, five hours under heavy fire, the whole patrol was
cleanly extracted.

3 i i é SCery to
How, in both these attacks, there were no casualues_w%ll ever be a mi{stt‘ yt i
me. I can only put it down to the bravery, skill, discipline and mutua truj :
the fusiliers, along with outstanding leadership from the patrol commanders.
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Patrolling the line is very much bread-and-butter here and it carries risks -
there are always risks in war even when it is someone else’s war. The other
major task on the line is the occupation of OPs. These are heavily fortified,
dug-in positions where men live for up to twenty days at a strecch, observing,

. - - reporting and patrolling the
local area. The living conditions
are basic - our grandfathers in
the trenches of France and
Flanders would feel very much at
home in our dug-outs. The
difference here is that these
positions are not part of a
defensive line, they are between
two  hostile  lines.  Yer
relationships are good - the
incidents at Podkevacev Dol are
by no means typical, and the
fusiliers swap rations with each
side, play football, and, despite
the language barrier, exchange
soldiers’ stories. There is too,
always work to do to improve
positions and people generally
agree that time flies by on the
line.

[ i 7 For civilians, life inside Gorazde
' ' e, | is pretty grim. This town has
v ; been under siege now for three
}w years and although there is no
Cpl Michna inside the accommodation a1 OP3 (Crown  fighting at present there is not a
Copyright) great deal of hope in sight for
the future. The basic necessities are there: UNHCR supplies food - simple
stuff, flour, salt, oil - and the hinterland produces some meat, milk and
vegetables for those with Deutschemarks or something to barter. There have
too, been some commercial convoys recently, bringing in luxuries. Not
perhaps our idea of luxury, but cigarettes, coffee, sugar and shoes. Some cafes
are open, selling Turkish coffee and home made rakija, but they close early. For
one thing, few people have money to spare and for another, there is a strict
curfew at 10.00pm. No wonder the birth rate is three times the pre-war level.
The town has no mains electricity and only part of the town has running water
- everyone else uses springs. We help with rubbish collection, but health is a
major concern and the hospital has few drugs, although its staff and the
volunteers from Medicins Sans Frontieres do heroic work. Still, life goes on, and
I'am constantly amazed by the cheerfulness and resilience of ordinary folk. But
there is always a shadow behind the smile of greeting, a cloud in the eye - for
everyone fears that war is coming back.

WHITE DRAGON

A loud explosion in the camp - “Sir, sir, the .ha('k gate Iha.s b}eelntlsh:;; jt'AL:::ll\,

lid not hear the usual crack and thump of a bullet, lmF the u” |‘, s
e ate found the sentries very wary, but nearby, the Sappers were working
o -oncerned. I strolled over. Had they heard the l?ang? Yes of
. W l"““’“itt then? “Well sir,” said one, “I poured disinfectant down

"Ourse. Wh'l[ was o I” Cracle ¢ ]d (hum )
} L'l](_’l'l i.(&ll b!)l_, sec, il“(l '11“ th(' |:||L‘[hil“(.‘ bdh (X})l()ded. (,r.lL!\ Al p
the &y =

More like crack and dump.

CO’s Diary, Gorazde, 26th March 1995

The First Shelling of Gorazde
; Y ; inati ~distance and
Ever had that feeling of complete uselessness? A u)mblmt‘mn Uf1 dlsti_l i ‘(m
: : i i rustration? I had it on Saturday afternoon,
i e ‘h results in total frustration? 1 he
impotence which result o g
II it was nothing to do with the Wales - Ireland Rugby result. _I hac
i o ay back in, stopping over at
" Gorazde for four days and was on the way back 1n, r
out of Gorazde for four days : g Bl Sl
azde was artillery fire. My fir
liseljak, whe as told that Gorazde was under ar )
Kiseljak, when I was to at G ! SR S
rction was “I leave the place for five minutes and this happens, tolhm. l}
reac as 7 AU e S
the feeling that I was not there when I should have btu:;, mllmlvlul 1;1;1 Ib]i
: is mi : bi - and [ would not be able
ick fi : 5 be the start of the big one anc
the sick fear that this might : i s
to get back. As it turned out, the shelling lasted only twenty _mlmljteh,{ oy
- i zla, Sarajevo, Konjic an ostar.
inated with similar atracks on Tuzla, Sarajevo, M
co-ordinated with similar a _ ' . i
seems to have been the Serbs’ message in response to a Muslim offensi
Tuzla: attack us if you like, but look what happens.

FOT! rge . E] dqllill I of 815[ Dl’\-"iSiU[] ()f
[I"I Cf) azdc thf_‘ ta ‘{.‘Lt seems to hﬂ\"lf. bt‘t‘n € hf’ﬂ te S, : !
th : rmy D ]I[ was the ["V‘l }.‘(HI yopulation which surrered.
B i y - 5 } 1 l I h h f{- .(1
i € osnian a m_ l ut as usua : l p z : g
llild it b(:cn Satl.lr(_l'dy mU['ﬂing \\-’i[h T.'ht' m'dl'l\t't in {Ull S\\-’Illg, }‘l(d\'(’.’[l 1\ now
- 2 s = . n p(.'(lplt‘ 5
h T . - h, t f. A s ]"I
what th(,‘ LLISLI:I.I[\" hé,l.lft‘b \V()Llld ave been S 1T wa ,If."é-, [t..t. ; WEre
1Urt 1 as a 1‘( : : 148 S . (l](‘_‘({ ill'ld anthCl’
; 7 € as - Oﬂf man } S since
I u [4) \\-’h()m on }' Oone was soldi :
sSe / S w = ere ec I'_'hll ren, one Of
SECms Cf_’rtﬂj.l'l to (10 50. Am()ﬂg fhc ()undf_d w thr d

whom, a boy of fifteen, has lost a leg.

The Muslim reaction can be imagined. A strong body (_)l opinion ]was all fr?irna’n)
attack at once, and for the past two days (I got back in on Sunc ;113! To; m;,a
our task has been to quieten down both sides. 1I°m a}trz%ck wou : eat g
counter attack and then to all-out fighting, which it is ourd]ud t;);) r;ex[
prevent. I think for the time being at least we have succc_c e ,b L‘ltl e
time...? Interestingly enough, when the artack' started the local belr. ds(:l; th.e
on their side of the line were every bit as frightened and s:ul'pnscli[ican 4
Bosnians: surprised because no-one had t_old themb [\}Tlat t;ll: _.p:;emed f(,
inspired strike was about to happen; and fl’!shtt‘ned t‘LdUS'C Iu? t.hou o
have no desire for a fight. Both sides were fng}uenecl, too,ha.t the ,[hirﬁ s
us pulling out of our positions and Fhat Feactmn, as much as any g,
given us the confidence to calm the situation down.

SR T B



WHITE DRAGON I

A walk through the town on Monday morning and the question everyone
wanted to ask was “Why no air strike?” The answer is simple - to have
brought an air strike then would have led to an escalation, with probably more
people being killed or injured. Nothing we do here should ever make a bad
situation worse. It is easy to write these words but it was not easy to believe
it as I visited the hospital.

The hospital is not a place for anyone with a weak stomach. Our doctor,
surgeon and medics, with the team from Medicins Sans Frontieres, do all they
can to help but the hospital is short of everything from safety pins to surgical
equipment. There is one operating theatre and the doctors are mostly GPs
who have had to learn other skills: they are, after three years, exhausted.
Walking around I met one little lad with severe burns down his back, the
result of a domestic accident. To cheer him up, I dug out a bar of ration
chocolate. His face lit up (I now know for the first time in my life what that
expression really means) as this was more chocolate than he had ever seen
before! Then instinct got the better of him and, as all the children here do

when they get hold of something nice, he hid it, deep under his pillow, away
from other hands.

* koo % ok ok ook ok ok ok

The fuel situation is getting steadily worse because of BSA obstruction of re-
supply convoys. Vehicle movement is limited in order to conserve stocks and
we are using mules to re-supply our OPs. The unsung heroes of Gorazde,
though, are the cooks. Without cooking gas, every meal is cooked on wood

fires, which means that the cooks’ day begins at 3 am and seldom ends until
8 or 9 pm.

Mayor Leader, OC C Company, and friends (Crown Copyright)

;.
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By supper time each day most of us are so hungry th".lt sidelong gl;n_lcrs are
being cast towards the mules, but I have yet to be given a meal wl!u:h was
.‘Lm-t‘hing less than outstanding. I hil\:'(.‘ never tried cooking pies, roast joints or
|1u'ddi11‘s.'s in a wood-fired oven and if I did, the results would be indescribable.
[ stand, therefore, in silent admiration.

FIELD COOKERY - THE UNORTHODOX WAY
By Sgt Wayne Taylor RLC

Between late February and early March, nine unsuspecting chefs from 1 RWF
Catering Platoon deployed to the enclave of Gorazde with the m:%k of feeding
the battalion and all its actached elements. On arrival, I was very impressed to
see a prefabricated 250-man cookhouse :m‘d kitchen unit alrzl.‘mst ready to go -
but then came the laughter and the cries of “dream on, Sarge” as the chefs from
the outgoing battalion pointed in the opposite direction to the r ‘EIIIC()()k}1()l1$£'

. a tented kitchen. There it was, the chefs’ favourite, a set of eighteen by
cwelve foot tents lashed together, containing various portable cooksets which
worked on either gas or petrol, with one end being used as a dining room. Still
in shock, I went into the next tent to find a six-foot long concrete fireplace
filled with burning wood. From that moment on, I knew we were in for a
completely new experience!

Luckily we had a couple of days’ grace before we had to prepare the traditional
St David’s Day dinner. This was the familiar menu of leek soup, roast lamb,
and Welsh cakes. The fusiliers had their meal at lunch time and the senior
NCOs and Officers in the evening. In addition, 120 container meals had to be
prepared for the OPs -with four out of our nine chefs still not in station, we
had a busy time! The unruly performance of the borrowed goat can probably
be put down to the close proximity of the barbecue stand!

Having got through our first, hectic, week we began a few changes. The old
tented dining room was closed down and the new prefabricated unit brought
into full use - a major improvement in living conditions. Food preparation too
could be done in the new unit, but no cooking because of the already severe
shortage of fuel. The big, bright orange gas cylinders were about to bf:('orlne
useless, as were the petrol burners. This was the time to call on the ingenuity
and resourcefulness of the catering deparcment, and return to the basics -
cooking on wood. Three half oil drum barbecue stands were used during the
day, fuelled with wood, along with the six-foot concrete fireplace which was
kept burning twenty-four hours a day.

Wood being the only available fuel, a constant supply was needed.

A lot of bartering therefore took place with the civilian auchorities, and our
staff, to make sure thar the right quantities of wood arrived at the right time,
and was then cut up into manageable pieces, and that all was done at the right
price. We soon learned that commodities like salt, coffee, sugar and cocoa

bought a high return.
H
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With the fire burning all night, at least one chef in each shift was up by 2 am
to stoke up. The early shift then came on duty at 4 am in order to cook a full
Welsh breakfast, and prepare urns of tea and soup for various locations. After
breakfast two of the barbecue stands were usually lit to cook lunch, which
normally consisted of three choices of meat, fish or pies - depending on
deliveries - with vegetables. Chips were served every other day, and you would

- " be surprised (or maybe not) at
how much of a morale booster
chips were. Dinner in the evening
was again three choices, but a
pudding was also on offer,
cheesecake and treacle sponge
being the favourites.

Incidentally, the choices and
quantities were the same for
everyone, regardless of rank.
Added to this, we ran a soup
kitchen for refugees three times a
week; 100 litres of soup with
bread was given out around the
refugee centres - a small gesture
but one which made a big
difference to many people in the
town,

Of course, as supplies got scarcer
and the fighting started, this
routine changed radically, but chis
is how things went on for the first three months. I cannot say that we cooked
the best food in Bosnia, but I can say that hot meals were one of the highlights
of the day for most soldiers in Gorazde. Given the conditions under which we
cooked, and the great deal of extra time and efforc we had to put in because of
this, it has to be difficult to beat. Not only did we fulfil our Corps motto of
“We Sustain,” but we added a new one . . . “We Did It On Wood!"

LCpl Hart cooking on wood in Gorazde camp (Crown
Copyright)

CO’s DiARY, GORAZDE, 4TH APRIL 1995

Mule Re-supply and The Vitkovici Battle

An extraordinary change in the weather has taken place in the last week. On
Monday, cthe Balkan Winter swept in with a vengeance, bringing heavy snow,
fog, and icy winds. All road movement effectively ceased and even the reviving
sounds of war were hushed. One of our convoys - in fact a convoy taking out
the first batch of fusiliers for leave - only just made it through the mountains
to Kiseljak. In Central Bosnia conditions were if anything even worse than

————
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Lere were some anxious faces at the prospect of the leave ﬂ{ght
tarmac at Split. All, however, was well. By Sunday conditions
ntly for the-convoy to move on, and, as I write, the flight

here and tl
empty on the
had improved sufficie
will be airborne.

Spring comes late to these bleak mountair}s. ‘;md its sudden ar'rwf;—l], in [ht:
wnkckol“ the snow, has taken us all by surprise in the I.ast two days. ?e'sll'to\\
vanished as quickly as it arrived, the melt water turning the clear Drina mt}:t
a swirling, chocolate spate. The thaw, however, brings no cl'hcer to .thc Pw.p(,
of this region: for them, Spring will always be associated with Spring
offensives.

The melting snow has turned the roads and tru_c}(s int(_) swamps and even |f\\ie
had the fuel, our vehicles would be bogged in if we tried to move tchm. I:’Ilu e'
re-supply is now used to take h)pd up to the OPs. Two days ago, somef El)r}!)é,
resembling “Steptoe and Son” left the camp to re-supply the A Company b;:
on the West bank of the Drina: a cart, well loaded with supplies and d‘rawn y
two mules; the Company Sergeant Major, WO2 Donnelly; the Company
Quartermaster Sergeant, CQMS Poole; Fusilier Jones 94 the storeman; and a

Muslim guide.

Halfway up the steep track to the OP, about an hour out from camp, t}'!c ;Llfdt’
fell out, but two rather perky mongrel dogs ]om.cd the procession in his :tte‘;cl.
This spectacle, as it hove into view of the Serb lines, was clearlly too ml:lth ; or
the watching Serb soldiers to resist - if, that is, chc‘y could believe [h(;‘I‘r eyes.
A few rounds cracked overhead, the mules shed their load and bolted with the
CSM being dragged after, hanging on like fury, _with COMS _Poole :‘md Jones
94 in hot pursuit. The dogs too raced after, convinced that this was some new

A re-supply miwle with Saxon APCs
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Recovery - a fairly frequent problem on Bosnian roads

Serbo-Welsh game, which should not be missed. About a mile downhill, the
mules gradually came to a halt and the confusion sorted itself out. After some
parley with the Serbs, the OPs eventually got their re-supply - but a lictle late.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

A nastier incident altogether on Sunday. Just on the southern side of Gorazde
is a village called Vitkovici, scene of some very heavy fighting a year ago. The
village is home to many Muslims - soldiers and civilians - and it has one of the
largest schools in the district. Just across the Drina are the Serb lines which
overlook the village, occupied in many cases by soldiers who once lived in
Vitkovici but were forced to leave. It is a place where feelings run high.

During the last two months at least one Serb sniper has been particularly
active. Often, this man has used a 12.7mm (i.e. half-inch) heavy machine gun
to fire into the village and into the school. His targets have invariably been
civilians and he has killed or injured ten people - not one of them a man of
military age. The danger became so great that the school had to be closed and
I had to order two Saxon APCs into the area as a deterrent.

For a while it seemed that the deterrent had worked, but on Sunday morning
a burst of fire was aimed at our vehicles and at some civilians nearby. One
vehicle immediately returned the fire, and was engaged by a second Serb
position. The second Saxon then also returned the fire. In all, our men fired
600 rounds before the Serbs broke off the engagement. The Serbs were not
happy about the exchange, but neither was I: I did not come to Bosnia to
engage in a fight, or to kill anyone, but enough is enough. We cannot be
targeted withour hitting back, and to be sure, the murder of civilians by either
side cannot pass unchecked. It is one of the worst features of this war.

WHITE DRAGON

OBSERVATION POST RE-SUPPLY
By Cpl Nigel Williams, A Company

When we first deployed to Gorazde, we found that the previous regiment had
for the most part been able to re-supply the OPs by vehicle - their main
problem had been severe winter weather conditions and bad roads, so driving
standards had to be very high. For us, however, the biggest problem has been
lack of fuel. We had not received any fuel since our arrival because of problems
with the BSA. The CQMS had to use alternative means to get the vital rations,
water, radio batteries and so on up to the OPs. So it came to the good old mule,
and we thought it a good idea until the CQMS went on his first trip and the
Serbs shot at him: they must have found it pretty funny watching the CSM,
CQMS and his crew being dragged off into the sunset as the mules bolted! So
after that we decided to try what we call the black taxi - i.e. the good old army
boot - patrolling up to the OPs carrying the supplies on our backs.

The real problem with this is the altitude: some of the OPs are over 3000 feet
up and the terrain is very harsh on your legs as well as your lungs, like walking
up Snowdon with a weapon and a rucksack weighing anything from 40lbs up
to 1001bs - then of course there is the ever-present threat of mines if you take
a false step. Map reading has to be of the highest standard, as a wrong move
could cost lives. Then there is the growing problem of heat. Every soldier
must drink plenty of fluid both before starting out and during the climb. The
commander has to keep a close eye on his men to watch out for heat exhaustion
and give his lads plenty of stops for water.

Correct footwear is also important; the issued jungle boots or combat boots
both give excellent support, but we also have to prepare our feet well, with
tape and powder, to prevent blisters and hot spots. A soldier who goes down
on patrol is just another burden to his mates which they do not need, and may
result in a failure to get through with the vital re-supply. This must be
avoided art all costs - especially when carrying mail!

Sgt Martin 70 and
a patrol of the
Pioneer platoon to
the west of Gorazde,
Sjenokos  and  the
Vianovina ridge are
clearly visible in the
background
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A SCHOOL VISIT
By Caprain Ian Lawrence, B Company

I am currencly the Second-in-Command of B Company, and last week visited
the school in Vitkovici village, just South of Gorazde. Our families had
collected and sent some stationery for the school which I now delivered, and
my company commander was also interested in ways of helping the school in
the future.

The first thing I noticed was that the building had no windows, just sheets of
polythene donated by UNHCR, which were being used to keep the snow and
rain out of the classrooms. Parts of the building, like most others in Gorazde,
bore the scars of war, and the walls were pock-marked with shrapnel
fragments. As we walked past the playground we were greeted by the
inevitable crowd of children begging for sweets - “Mister bon-bon” - pulling
at our jackets, but just as friendly and boisterous as children in Wales.

I did notice, however, that many seemed tired and prematurely aged, with
dark rings under their eyes. We must have looked like birds feeding their ever
hungry chicks! Once we had convinced the crowd that our pockets were empty
we were allowed to pass on and enter the school itself.

Once inside the school I was led up some stairs to meet the director. He was
waiting for us with another teacher in his staff room. The room was sparsely
furnished with only three chairs and two tables placed in one corner. The walls
were unpainted, and the only picture in the room was a portrait of a young
girl crying. I felt that somehow, this picture typified the uncertain, desperate
atmosphere within the school.

Quickly, we unloaded our donations, which consisted of a box of notebooks,
and another of pencils and crayons. As there were about 1,500 pupils in the
school I knew this would not go far, but it was better than nothing, which is
what the school had. We were assured that the pencils would be handed from
class to class, allowing many children to use them.

Clearly everything was in short supply, and we decided to contact some
schools in Wales to see if they could help. This we did over the next weeks -
Tredegar Comprehensive, for example, set itself the goal of providing 1,500
exercise books. Sadly, just as chis material began to arrive, fighting broke out
around Gorazde again, the schools closed, and all supplies ceased. However,
the aid has been passed to UNHCR, who will get it to Gorazde some time in
the future. :

-
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THE HANISTE PATROL
By Lieutenant John Owens, B Company

Having been in Gorazde for three weeks, I was settling into the routine of
patrolling the 3 kilometre Total Exclusion Zone, drinking the Serbs’ coffee
one day, and confiscating their weapons the next! Then my company
commander gave me the news that I had volunteered for the first patrol by B
Company into the area of Haniste, a village some fifteen kilometres away from
the normal area of operations.

So next day my intrepid patrol drove off in two landrovers into the mountains
and met up with the Muslim liaison officer who was to act as our guide for the
next three days. We were given a house to use as a patrol base, which was
actually half built when the war stopped its construction - but it was luxury
compared with Gorazde. Furthermore, it sat at the top of a valley with the
most breathtaking of views.

Haniste was a very different situation from Gorazde itself. The warring
factions’ positions were further apart, and any exchanges of fire during the
ceasefire usually involved long-range engagements - no doubt when the
soldiers were bored. Snow had started to fall by the time we reached the top
of our first mountain, but the view was like that in the Grand Canyon: we
could see as far as Montenegro, over thirty kilometres away, although our
enjoyment was slightly spoiled by a wind chill of -20 degrees.

On our second day out we made a patrol of the surrounding farms and villages.
Here we found the attitude of the local Muslim population very friendly,
and keen to see more UN patrols in the future. That evening was spent
around a fire in an old oil drum - the amount of wood being burned and
the accompanying deforestation would cause any environmentalist
sleepless nights.

The next, and final, day involved a patrol up a mountain called Ruda Glava,
over 1,400 metres and almost oxygen mask stuff! The sight which greeted us
at the top was amazing: two Muslim log cabins, with the owners offering hot
coffee and freshly baked bread! Through mouths stuffed with hot bread, all of
us agreed that the climb had been worthwhile.

The patrol had certainly been eventful, but the journey back to Gorazde was
even more so. The brakes failed on one landrover, so negotiating hills of 1 in
5 was no joke. Then as we approached Gorazde, the Serbs opened fire on us,
red hot tracer winging across our vehicles and setting our adrenalin flowing -
we put our heads down, and drove hard for cover. Fortunately, we made it
through without a scratch, and so I can say that the Haniste patrol was a
success in promoting the future presence of the UN in the area. Many a long
evening will be spent reliving the tales of those few days!
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CO’s DIARY, GORAZDE, 13TH APRIL 1995

The Second Shelling of Gorazde

Seven o'clock on Tuesday evening and I was in town - this was fairly unusual
but I had been asked to meet the chief of police to hear about the problems in
the town involving the Black Market. He had also suggested that once our
business was over we should sample some Cevapcici - those delicious, spicy
litele sausages cooked over a charcoal fire and eaten in a bun, which are one of
the real delicacies of Balkan cooking. Social invitations being rarer than the
proverbial rocking-horse droppings, I readily accepted.

We were walking together towards the police station when the first shells
began to land. The shelling lasted only a few minutes and miraculously, no-
one was injured. Being allergic to shelling myself I had been all for taking
cover, but no-one else appeared in the least concerned. After three years of war,
a little lighe shelling scarcely raises peoples’ eyebrows here, and everyone went
on with their business.

We found out, by making contact with the Serbs, that the firing had been in
response to Bosnian sniping that day, in which at least one Serb soldier was
seen by us to have been shot dead. Given what I said in a previous piece about
sniping, you must judge for yourselves if the shelling of a UN-declared Safe
Area was a suitable response.

There was more shelling on Wednesday, but this was confined to military
targets outside the Safe Area, nor did any rounds land near our camp or our
OPs. Even so, all those not on essential duties took cover and everyone put on
helmets and flak jackets. Not that work stopped: quite the reverse. At times
of tension the UN’s role is doubly important, to calm the situation, build
confidence, and report accurately and objectively on events. But I never did
get those Cevapcici.
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SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORT
BRITBAT 2 - GORAZDE

TO: HQ BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA COMMAND
HQ SECTOR SW
HQ BRITFORCE

ALPHA (TIME OF INCIDENT): 11 1908B APRIL 95.
BRAVO (LOCATION OF INCIDENT): GORAZDE TOWN.
CHARLIE (DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT):

AT THE TIME AND LOCATION GIVEN AN ARTILLERY ATTACK WAS
LAUNCHED BY THE SERBS INTO THE CENTRE OF THE TOWN WITHIN THE
TEZ. BETWEEN 1808 AND 1917 HOURS A TOTAL OF TEN
MORTAR/ARTILLERY ROUNDS LANDED. BETWEEN 19556 AND 1959
ANOTHER FOUR ROUNDS LANDED IN THE TOWN.

OPS REPORTED IMPACTS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

A. 2 ROUNDS CP 370373 (HOUSE DESTROYED)

B. 1 ROUND CP 366369 (AREA OF THE RIVER)

C. 4 ROUNDS CP 374383

D. 3 ROUNDS BELIEVED TO BE IN FACTORY VALLEY

DELTA (ASSESSMENT OF INCIDENT):

THE PATTERN OF ROUNDS FALLING IS UNCLEAR BECAUSE OF THE ONSET OF
DARKNESS, WHICH HAS MADE INVESTIGATION IMPOSSIBELE TONIGHT.
CLOSEST ROUND TO CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 100 METRES - ON THE
OFPOSITE BANK OF THE DRINA. OP 8 REPORTED A POSSIBLE HEAVY
MORTAR ON A BEARING OF 4000 MILS MAGNETIC TO HAVE BEEN FIRING,
AND THAT ARTILLERY FIRED FROM THE SOUTH-EAST OF CP 4.

ECHO (ACTION CONTEMPLATED):

COMD GF DESPATCHED THE LO IN A SAXON TO KOPACI TO INVESTIGATE THE
ATTACK. HE RETURNED REPORTING THAT THE ATTACK WAS IN DIRECT
RESPONSE TO THE SHOOTING DEAD OF ONE SERE SOLDIER BY THE BIH IN
THE AREA OF OP 6 TODAY. THIS IS THE RESPONSE, THREATENED BY THE
SERBS LAST SATURDAY (SEE OUR SITREP 082100B APRIL 95 PARA D) AS A
RESULT OF BIH SNIPING.

AT PRESENT BIH COMMANDER BRIGADIER BAHTO CANNOT BE LOCATED,
THIS IS OF CONSIDERABLE CONCERN AS HE STATED CLEARLY AFTER THE
LAST ARTILLERY ATTACK ON GORAZDE THAT IF THERE WAS A REPETITION,
HE WOULD RETALIATE.
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THE TOTAL EXCLUSION ZONE
By LCpl John Dykins, B Company

As a section commander in B Company, I have the responsibility for ten men
and the running of OP1, situated on the hills above Gorazde. From the OP we
mount frequent patrols along the confrontation line, to see that neither Serbs
nor Muslims cross their lines, and that no weapons are brought in to the
exclusion zone. I rely on my military experience to help me deal with difficult
situations. Above all, I have to trust my instincts and knowledge, as there is
seldom enough time to make a detailed plan if things go wrong - as was the
case last week.

It was during the morning, and I had observed the Serbs moving weapons
forward of their line into a number of troop shelters which overlooked the
Muslim line. I immediately took out a five-man patrol to investigate. On
arrival at the Serb position, I was confronted by a group of twelve rough-
looking Serb soldiers, brandishing an assortment of weapons including
automatic assault rifles and grenades. Under the terms of the TEZ, the Serbs
are not allowed any weapons and I decided at once to confiscate these weapons,
even though we were outnumbered.

I informed the Serb
commander that I was taking
his weapons by a combination
of sign language and Serbo-
Croat, and the situation
immediately became very
tense. It was obvious that he
was not going to give up his
weapons without a struggle. I
knew I had to nip this defiance
in the bud and so I ordered
Fusilier Roberts 52 to cock his

o
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LCpl Dykins, Fusilier Jomes 22, Fusilier Young, and Fusilier weapon, a General Purpose
Roberts 52 with Caprain Lauvence and the baul of captured Serh

weapons

Machine Gun - a formidable
weapon which I knew the
Serbs respected. This had the desired effect, and the
Serbs backed down, allowing my patrol to confiscate all
the weapons.

We withdrew back to our OP, laden with weapons, and
rather wary as we had to move through Serb dominated
territory. Bur we made it back safely with a haul of
three light machine guns, six rifles, three grenades and
700 rounds of ammunition. It was with great
satisfaction that I handed this lot over to my company
commander, knowing that as part of the UN force, we
OPGA in the smow had helped to ensure the safety of civilians in Gorazde.

WHITE DRAGON

CO’s Di1ARY, GORAZDE, 19TH APRIL 1995

The Minefield Incident

Today was a sharp reminder of the dangers that go with modern peacekeeping.
At 10.40, a four-man foot patrol was moving through the Total Exclusion
Zone just outside Gorazde, part of the work which keeps the military situation
stable and saves lives every day. The patrol, through simple error, entered a
minefield, a minefield which is well known to us. The first man in, Fusilier
Thompson, struck a booby trap which fired a piece of shrapnel into his face.
The other members of the patrol believed that he had been shot and they at
once moved forward to give fire support and first aid. As they moved up,
Fusilier Mee and LCpl Jones 10 both trod on anti-personnel mines. In spite of
his injury, LCpl Jones managed to send a report and call for help on his radio.

The fourth member of the patrol was Cpl Williams 49, who had only arrived
in Gorazde the night before from Bugojno, and was on his first patrol in
Gorazde. Cpl Williams summoned the help of several Bosnian soldiers and
together they cleared a path through the mines using their bayonets, got the
casualties clear, and administered first aid. By this time, the Norwegian and
British armoured ambulances had arrived and furcher first aid was
administered before the three casualties were evacuated to Gorazde camp.
From there, all three were taken by helicopter to the Norwegian hospital in
Tuzla, and we expect them to return to Wales in-a few days. At the time of
writing all three are comfortable and in no danger. We believe that they will
all make a full recovery and we look forward to seeing them back fully fic. Our
thoughts and prayers go with them and their families.

The one bright spot in today’s incident was the help received from both the
Bosnian and Serb sides. A gloomy picture is painted of the situation in Bosnia,
but it was Bosnian soldiers who helped evacuate the soldiers; and the Serbs
lost no time in clearing the evacuation flight over their territory: they were
totally efficient and professional in preventing any accidental firing at the
helicopter. Our thanks go to both sides for their help.

The evacwation by air of LCpl Jomes 10, Fusilier Mee and Fusilier Thompson. A Royal Navy Sea King belicoprer, and a
Neorwegian SISU armoured ambulance
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